Peter and All:

 

The new Wave Windows Letter of Agreement (LOA) with Oakland Center and Reno TRACON for the Pyramid and Minden Glider Areas goes into effect Thursday, July 31.  I signed it Tuesday, July 29, on behalf of PASCO.

 

The final Wave Windows LOA and color graphics of the Pyramid and Minden Glider Areas are attached.

 

There are significant changes from the previous LOAs.

 

1. The boundaries of the Pyramid Glider Area have been changed and the area is divided into West and East sections.

2. The FAR 91.135 (c) Transponder requirement for an operating Mode C Transponder is not waived.  An operating Mode C Transponder is required in the Wave Window above FL180.  The only provisions that are waived are FAR 91.135 (a) Clearance and FAR 91.135 (b) Communications.

3. Glider pilots are expected to check the Reno ATIS before entering or leaving the Wave Window.

4. Gliders operating in Reno TRACON Class E airspace must contact Reno Approach before climbing above FL180 into Reno TRACON Class A airspace in the Wave Window.  While gliders climbing into the Wave Window outside of Reno TRACON Class E airspace are not required to contact Reno Approach, I recommend that they do so.

5. Gliders descending out of the Wave Window into Reno TRACON Class E airspace must contact Reno Approach before descending below FL180.  While gliders descending out of the Wave Window outside of Reno TRACON Class E airspace are not required to contact Reno Approach, I recommend that they do so.

6. Gliders must activate their transponders and squawk code 0440 prior to contacting  Reno Approach.

7. If a glider is unable to remain in the designated glider area due to developing weather conditions, the pilot must contact Oakland Center immediately on frequency 128.800.

8. The PASCO Wave Window Operations Manager (WWOM) must first notify Reno TRACON at 775-348-8840 that a request to open a Wave Window will be made to Oakland Center.

9. The PASCO WWOM then calls Oakland Center at 510-745-3442 to request opening a Wave Window.

10. To the maximum extent practicable, the WWOM shall provide the following information to Oakland Center when requesting a Wave Window:

(1) Call signs of gliders expected to enter to Wave Window,

(2) The requested designated glider area,

(3) The requested time period,

(4) A contact phone number for the WWOM in the event the operation of the Wave Window must be amended of terminated.

11. The maximum altitude available in the Wave Window is FL280.  Specific waivers must be obtained at a higher level in the FAA than Oakland Center to go above FL280.

12. Once gliders are in the Wave Window above FL180 they are expected to maintain communications with the PASCO WWOM until just prior to descending below FL180.

Please ensure that pilots anticipating flight into a Wave Window and persons acting as a WWOM understand and comply with these procedures and requirements.

 

Failure to conform with the provisions of the LOA could result in cancellation of the LOA and loss of the Wave Windows.

 

Rolf

